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NOTE 


These are my personal notes on misprints, errors, clarification, etc. for the Vietnam-history books I read, 
together with my communications with the authors. These notes complements my other two documents: 


Internet Archive: Nguyen Ngoc Bich (1911-1966): A Biography, Internet Archive 
Internet Archive: Marco Polo's Caugigu - Pham Ngti Lao's Dai Viét - 1285, Internet Archive 


I also added interesting notes here that do not fit in the above two documents. 
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The Tran dynasty 


Taylor 2013 
History of the Vietnamese 
Error 1, Posthumous name 


Error 2, Tran Thu Do 
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The Vietnam Wars 


Bartholomew-Feis 2020 


Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2020), The OSS in Vietnam, 1945: A War of Missed Opportunities, The National 
WWII Museum, New Orleans, Jul 15, retrieved 1 Mar 2023. Internet archived on 2023.04.26. 


Capt. (or Major?) Patti 
The man in charge of the American Mission to Hanoi was Capt. Archimedes Patti, whose team was greeted 
with the same warmth and respect that had been accorded the Deer Team earlier. 


For the rank “Captain”, see Bartholomew-Feis (2020) (Capt. Patti), Bartholomew-Feis (2006) (OS p.65, Captain 
Patti), Spector (2008) (RE, Chap.5). 


In this older book, Spector (1985) cited two July-1945 documents in two footnotes (on the same page) that 
referred to Patti as “Capt.” (AS p.41), but in the text, starting from August 1945 when Patti arrived in Hanoi, 
Spector (1985) referred to Patti as Major; see, e.g., the photo (AS _p.57, photo). In his most recent book, 
Spector (2022) also referred to Patti as Major; see below. 


For the rank “Major”, see Devillers (1952) (HV_p.155, Major Patti), Brocheux (2007) (HB p.89, Major Patti), 
Spector (1985) (AS p.57, photo), Spector (2022) (CE Chap.1), Williams (2019) (US p.16, Maj. Patti). 


The only two references to Patti as Captain in Spector (1985) (AS p.41) were two “Records of Mission” dated 
in July 1945 in two footnotes in a single page (p.41), but in all subsequent pages (including in the Index), 
Spector (1985) referred to Patti as Major. 


In addition, several books—such as Brocheux (2007), Williams (2019), Spector (2022)—that appeared after 
Spector (1985)—except for Spector (2008), but including Spector (2022)—+eferred to Patti as Major, not to 
mention Devillers (1952). 


Thus Patti could have been promoted from Captain to Major after July 1945, and was at the rank of Major by 
the time he reached Hanoi in August 1945. 


Bartholomew-Feis 2006 


OSS and Ho Chi Minh 
Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2006), The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan, 
University Press of Arkansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 


OS p.65, Captain Patti 


Captain Archimedes Patti, an OSS operative who investigated the GBT as part of his own work in Indochina 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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OS p.307, Gen. Gallagher 
Image caption 
General Philip Gallagher, second from left, standing with Ho Chi Minh, on his left. 


Throughout his months in Vietnam Gallagher continued to work with the Viet Minh 
Provisional Government because, he said, “there was no one else to deal with with any 


authority, or sense of responsibility” (Gallagher, correspondence cited in Edward R. 
Drachman, United States Policy toward Vietnam, 1940—1945 [Rutherford, NJ: Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press, 1970], 136). Courtesy of John Nordlinger. 


The above mention of “General Philip Gallagher” as “second from left” was incorrect. That person was Colonel 
Stephen Nordlinger per email from Barholomew-Feis to Loc Vu-Quoc on 2023.06.18. 


igre: 
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Bartholomew-Feis’ repl 


From: Dixee Bartholomew-Feis <bartholomew@bvu.edu> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 1:45 PM 

To: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Subject: RE: Cover image for "The OSS and Ho Chi Minh"; Dixee Bartholomew-Feis 


Hello Dr. Vu, 


Thank you for your delightful email! The American officer was Col Stephen Nordlinger. The first edition of 


the book wrongly identified him as Gen Gallagher! As far as I could learn the photograph was from 1946. 


I am excited to hear about your work! How is it coming? 
Dixee 


From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 1:37 PM 

To: Dixee Bartholomew-Feis <bartholomew@bvu.edu>; Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu>; Loc Vu-Quoc 
<vuquocloc@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Cover image for "The OSS and Ho Chi Minh"; Dixee Bartholomew-Feis 


Dr. Dixee Bartholomew-Feis | Buena Vista University, BVU Directory, 


Dixee Bartholomew-Feis, School of Liberal Arts, 
Dean of School of Liberal Arts/Professor of History, 
bartholomew@bvu.edu, 712-749-1803. 


Dear Dr. Bartholomew-Feis, 


I recently came across your history book The OSS and Ho Chi Minh, on the cover of which was a photo 
showing Ho Chi Minh (3™ from right), Bao Dai (4" from right), and an American officer, who was not 
identified by a mention of the photo on the cover. (I searched for the word "cover"). 


Just now, after noticing that John Nordlinger provided you with many photos, by searching for "Nordlinger," I 
found the full image on p.307, the caption of which identified the American officer as General Philip 
Gallagher. On the other hand, the date of the photo was not mentioned. Please let me know in case you 
have the photo's date. 


I found the same photo in the following Vietnamese article about Nguyen Van To, who was the only one 
identified as the 1* from right in the photo (standing to the left of Ho Chi Minh): Tai nang va nhan cach lon 
cua nha chi si yéu nuéc Nguyén Van To, The Lai Chau online, 2021 Jun 7, Mon. Internet archived on 2021 
Jun 14. 


I also want to let you know that I have learned a great deal from your excellent book, the information from 
which will be valuable in my work on a biography of the Vietnamese resistance hero Nguyen Ngoc Bich, who 
was mentioned in the classic Vietnam-history works by Ellen Hammer, John Buttinger, Chester Cooper, 
Arthur John Langguth, etc., and who penned the article below back in 1962: 


Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Vietnam—An Independent Viewpoint | The China Quarterly | Cambridge Core 
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The China Quarterly , Volume 9 , March 1962 , pp. 105 - 111 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S030574100002525X 


I will surely refer to your book, among others. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 


The actual Gen. Philip Gallagher was shown in a photo with Chinese Gen. Lu Han in Williams (2019) (US p.22, 
Gen. Gallagher). 
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Brocheux 2007 

Ho Chi Minh: A Biography 

Brocheux, Pierre (2007), Ho Chi Minh: A Biography, translated by Claire Duiker, Cambridge University Press, 
New York. 


HB p.89, Major Patti 


This [village near Jingxi city, Baise prefecture, Guangxi province, China, near Cao Bang province, Vietnam] 


was where Ho had his first meeting with Major Archimedes Patti, Chief of the OSS in Indochina; the two 
men met again in autumn 1945—but this time in Hanoi. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Devillers 1952 


Histoire du Vietnam 
Devillers, Philippe (1952), Histoire du Viét-Nam de 1940 a 1952, Seuil, Paris. 


HV p.155, Major Patti 


La veille, aprés une équipée extraordinaire, Sainteny et quatre compagnons ont débarqué a Gia Lam 


(aérodrome d’ Hanoi) d’un Dakota de 1’U.S. Air Force, avec le chef de 1’0.S.S., le major italo-américain 
Patti. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Logevall 2012 
Internet Archive 
https://archive.org/search?query=logevall 


Embers of War (pdf page = page + 24) 

Logevall, Fredrik (2012), Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America's Vietnam, 
Random House, New York, retrieved 12 Apr 2012, 864 pp. Winner of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize in History: "For a 
distinguished and appropriately documented book on the history of the United States, Ten thousand dollars 
($10,000). A balanced, deeply researched history of how, as French colonial rule faltered, a succession of 
American leaders moved step by step down a road toward full-blown war" *« Winner of the 2013 Francis 
Parkman Prize from the Society of American Historians * Winner of the 2013 American Library in Paris Book 
Award * Winner of the Council on Foreign Relations 2013 Gold Medal Arthur Ross Book Award * Finalist for 
the 2013 Cundill Prize in Historical Literature. 


https://archive.org/details/embersofwarfallo0000loge 


EW p.34, pdf p.58 


And indeed, French authority in Indochina remained formidable, as Ho Chi Minh and the Indochinese 
Communist Party learned firsthand in the fall of 1940. Sensing opportunity with the fall of France in June, 
the ICP in the autumn launched uprisings in both Tonkin and Cochin China against French authorities, only to 


be brutally crushed. In Cochin China, the French used their 
to destroy whole villages, killing hundreds in the process. Up to eight thousand people were detained, and 
more than one hundred ICP cadres were executed. 

[27] 


EW Misprint 1: French killed “hundreds” in 1940 (emailed to Logevall, 2023 May 4-6) 

NOTE: Logevall 2012 misquoted Marr (1984, p.400), who wrote that the French were “killing thousands of 
people,” and who provided three sources. But Logevall 2012 also referred to Histoire de la révolution d’aout 
(Hanoi: Foreign Languages Press, 1977), 19-22, which I could not check. In my email to Logevall on 
2023.05.06, I included excerpts from Devillers 1952, pp.79-80. ENDNOTE 


Logevall’s repl 


Forwarded message 
From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vq|@illinois.edu> 
Date: Sat, May 6, 2023 at 8:06 PM 
Subject: Fw: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 
To: fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu>, Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 


Dear Dr. Logevall, 


I ordered an InterLibrary Loan of the classic Vietnam-history book by Philipped Devillers 1952, Histoire du 
Viet-Nam de 1940 a 1952, which I picked up yesterday. Today, while browsing through the book, I found 
what Devillers wrote on the brutal repression of the Vietminh in 1940, and want to share with you: 


Page 79 
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Mei tracts ét par tous les moyens de propagande clandestine 
eh ommunistes avaient, depuis juin 1940, appelé tes masses 
utter contre « l'impérialisme francai i 

| tre ? e francais et_le'fascisme japo- 
Pais ». Leurs, préparatifs avaient rapidement pris en Cochiti 
chine un caractére militaire prononcé. La création d’un « haut 
eee cae chargé de la préparation de l’in- 
, avai cidée, ainsi que la constituti om: 

idee ution de nom- 

presse sections d’autodéfense, composées d’dléments peer inuas 
. ehneaaa Ae Serees étre initiés aux questions politiques 
a tactique de guérilla. Dans les vi 

. . Da illes comme dans les 
campagnes, des, zones: d’agitation devaient étre préparées 
= ant que des Comités fomenteraient la gréve générale et 
es manifestations, provoqueraient finalement « J’insurrection 
armée qui permetttait Ja’ prise de pouvoir. » aa 
~ Tonkin, ot les effectifs francais étaient beaucoup plus 
7 reux et ot Jes Japonais’ arrivaient, les Communistes se 
-o eel €n revanche plus prudents. Le débarquement des 
ippons 4 Haiphong les avait méme obligés A replier sur la 


79 
Page 80 
LA MONTEE DES PERILS 


Chine le Comité central qui s’y trouvait. Les liaisons entre le 


Comité Central et le Comité de Cochinchine s’étaient trouvées’ 


de ce fait interrompues. . ; 
Le Comité de Cochinchine, peu conscient des réalités, poussa 


& fond. ses préparatifs. Le 22 novembre, 4 l’instigation de son 
aile gauche, il donnait l’ordre de profiter de la situation créée 
par la pression nippo-siamoise pour déclencher, le soir méme, 
‘le mouvement insurrectionnel dont le but était la constitution 
- d’un « Gouvernement populaire de la République Démocratique. 


indochinoise ». 
IDUUCLILIVIDG | 476 . co - oe TNA 
Le mouvement commenga dans les régions’ de Gia_Dinh, 


autour de Saigon, de Mytho et de Cantho. Il prit d’abord la — 
forme d’une opposition violente 4 l’action des policiers venus - 
arréter des suspects. Il s’étendit trés vite aux provinces de 
Ouest ot il prit le caractére d’une vaste jacquerie, ‘puis s’ef- 
forca de gagner les régions de Rachgia et de Baclieu. Les_auto- 
rités réagirent vigoureusement. Les forces de la police et de 
Yarmée cernérent la Plaine des Joncs, zone acreage et 


an, PE 7 - A : 
malsaine au Nord-Ouest de Saigon ob le mouvement avait pris | 
naissance, et l’aviation intervint, comme en 1930, contre les vil- 


lages rebelles. L’insurrection fut étouffée en quinze jours. La 


répression fut cruelle. Une centaine d’insurgés avaient été tués” 
dans les combats, contre 33 victimes parmi les forces d’ordre. 


6.000 individus furent appréhendés, beaucoup d’autres mal- 
traités. Un grand nombre furent déportés & Poulo Condore .ou 


internés dans des « camps spéciaux ». 
Face au Japon, l’amiral Decoux paraissait décidé & tenir 


solidement la barre. 
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The numbers of Devillers were from the 1940s, and were off compared to those of David Marr, who may 
have access to more accurate data relative to what Devillers could obtain some forty years earlier. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 


From: Logevall, Fredrik <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu> 

Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 4:04 PM 

To: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Subject: Re: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 


Dear Loc Vu-Quoc, 

Thanks for your email, and for drawing my attention to this issue in Embers of War. The mistake here is mine, 
I’m quite certain; I was not out to correct David Marr, an accomplished scholar of the period. I will endeavor 
to correct this in any future printings of the book. 

Best wishes, 

Fredrik Logevall 


Fredrik Logevall | Laurence D. Belfer Professor of International Affairs | Professor of History | Harvard 
University | 


From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, May 4, 2023 4:18 PM 


To: fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu>; Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 
Subject: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 


Dear Dr. Logevall, 
I recently consulted your great Vietnam-history book, and noticed that on page 34, you wrote: 


"Sensing opportunity with the fall of France in June, the ICP in the autumn launched uprisings in 
both Tonkin and Cochin China against French authorities, only to be . In Cochin 
China, the French used their to destroy whole 
villages, killing hundreds in the process. Up to eight thousand people were detained, and more 
than one hundred ICP cadres were executed. 

(27 \" 


Your Note 27 referred to Marr 1984, Vietnamese Tradition on Trial: 1920 to 1945, page 400, in which Marr 
wrote in Footnote 87: 


"87. These uprisings occurred in Bac Son near the Sino-Vietnamese border and in eight provinces 
of Cochinchina. The latter outbreak was especially debilitating, as the French employed aircraft, 
armored units, and artillery to destroy whole villages and kill thousands of people. Up to 8,000 
people were detained and more than one hundred ICP cadres executed. The southern branch of 
the ICP would not pull itself together again until early 1945. Le Due Ton, Bac Son Khoi Nghia 
[The Bac Son Uprising], 4th printing (Hanoi, 1946). CMCD-10, pp. 17-30. Discussion with Tran 
Van Giau, Ho Chi Minh City, 25 March 1980." 
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The number of Vietnamese killed differed by a factor of ten. 


I would like to check with you whether you intended to correct Marr, or was it a misprint in your book. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 
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Patti 1980 
Why Viet Nam? 


Notes on Vietnam history (CC BY-SA) - page 15 of 20 


Spector 1985 
Wikipedia 

Ronald H. Spector - Wikipedia 
Advice and Support 


Advice and Support: The Early Years, 1941-1960 - The U.S. Army in Vietnam, Volume 1, Center for Military 
History, US Army, Washington, D.C. 


AS p.41, footnotes, Capt. Patti 


14 - Lt Lucien Conein to Capt. A. L. Patti, 26 Jul 45, Records of Mission “Comore,” 21 Aug 45, records of 
the OSS. 


15 - Lt James W. Jordan, USNR, to Capt. A. L. Patti, 10 Jul 45, Records of Mission “Pakhoi,” records of the 
OSS. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


AS p.56, Maj. Patti 


It was in the midst of those rapid and far-reaching political events that the first Americans entered Hanoi on 
22 August 1945, almost a month in advance of the Chinese troops. The first U.S. unit to arrive was a joint 
OSS - Air Ground Aid Service team of about a dozen men under an OSS officer who had organized and 
directed some of the wartime OSS missions into Vietnam, Maj. Archimedes L. A. Patti. 


AS p.57, photo of Patti and Giap 


Major Patti, /eft, with OSS team members and Viet Minh leaders. Giap is third from right. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


Spector 2008 


Ruins of Empire 
Spector, Ronald H. (2008), Jn the Ruins of Empire: The Japanese Surrender and the Battle for Postwar Asia, 
Random House, New York. 


RE pdf p.80, Captain Patti, Chap.5 “Long Live Vietnam’s Independence” 
The OSS chief of intelligence for Indochina, Captain Archimedes L. Patti, had met with Ho Chi Minh near 


the China border and received assurances that the Vietminh were ready to cooperate with the Americans in 
fighting the Japanese. 


RE pdf p.82, Captain Patti, Chap.5 “Long Live Vietnam’s Independence” 
The chief of the OSS mission was Captain Archimedes L. Patti, a veteran of service in France and Italy who 


had run the OSS operations into Indochina in the last months of the war. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Spector 2022 

Continent Erupts 

Spector, Ronald H. (2022), A Continent Erupts: Decolonization, Civil War, and Massacre in Postwar Asia, 
1945-1955. W. W. Norton & Company, New York. 


CE Chap.1, “We buried imperialism here today” 
In July 1945 the OSS chief of intelligence for Indochina, Major Archimedes L. Patti, met with Ho Chi Minh 


and agreed to send an OSS training team to arm and train the Viet Minh for guerrilla operations against the 
Japanese. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Tongas 1960 


Tongas, Gérard (1960), J’ai vécu dans |’Enfer Communiste au Nord Viet-Nam, 2éme édition, Nouvelles 
Editions Debresse, Paris. 
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Williams 2019 
USAF in Southeast Asia 


Williams, Kenneth (2019), The US Air Force in Southeast Asia and the Vietnam War A Narrative Chronology 
Volume I: The Early Years through 1959 (PDF), Air Force History and Museums Program, Washington, D.C. 


US p.16, Maj. Patti 


The full group consisted of thirteen OSS officers and enlisted men under Maj. Archimedes L. A. Patti and 
five French officers, including Sainteny. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


US p.22, Gen. Gallagher 


“Brig. Gen. Philip E. Gallagher, USA (left), arrived in Hanoi on September 16 as senior advisor for the Chinese 
occupation force, which was led by Gen. Lu Han (right). Lu gave the French “damn little,” according to 
Gallagher. U.S. Army.” 


See the error in confusing Gen. Gallagher with Col. Stephen Nordlinger in OS p.307, Gen. Gallagher. 
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Contact 

Loc Vu-Quoc, vuquocloc@yahoo.com 
Publications (http://bit.ly/17Wuww9) 
Google scholar (http://bit.ly/1ftDOKF) 
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BOTTOM 


* Image 1.1: 


* Post @ ["Post 1" for text search] 
0086086080 


“ Under construction. This post is stable when this note is removed. 
[“Construction” for text search] 


> Summary [Summary for text search] 


> Summary, full articles, and active links in: 


> To be continued later .... 
> More details and active links in: 


PLACEHOLDER TO BE FILLED LATER... 


